Stackable Certificates

Understanding the Three Paths to Postsecondary Educatmn

»  There are three paths to postsecondary education (i mg worker training beyond

high 'school

Traditional Pipeline

Non-Traditional Pipeline

Adult Learner Pipeline

It would aligéksa pre college certificates — for grade 8 through the GED - with
ABLE programs.

»  Thelast certificate would “tip” the student into college and seal (or close) the

gap between the GED exit and college entrance.

= The content in this “tipping” certificate would focus on mathematics,
English, critical thinking skills and college study skills.

= This last certificate would include a college credit-bearing course in IT
foundations.



2. College certificates:

The stackable certificate initiative will begin with the five developed by the
adult career to college credit work,

Additional certificates will be developed at a statewide level.

Additional college-level certificates will be developed on a regional basis to
meet needs defined by the Ohio Skills Bank.

Each certificate will be “stand alone,” but with properties that will allow it to
be automatically translated into college credit.

3. Implementation of stackable certificates:

Implementation will be standardized across the state of Ohio, even though
some individual certificates will be developed at the regional level,

The initiative will be carried out through the Ohio Skills Bank structure.

A validation center will be established to ensure credit transfer among
institutions and programs.

ABLE will assist in ensuring service alignment on Cémpuses.

Grants will be available for pilot stackable concept in each region.
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Skill development by multiple
populations ... e.g., high school
graduates, GED learners and
ESL students ...along four
dimensions:

Math

Reading

Writing
Language

Grades 11 and 12

K through Grade 10

Stackables:

A New Path for
Adult Learners
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