New age bullies

'Village gets its first
taste of cyberspace

By LISA AURAND

and MEREDITH SOMERS
Suburbon News Publications
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for cyberbullying on Satorday, Dec. 1.

New Albany police arrested a |5-year-old
New Albany. High School student aﬂer he ad-

’ ng in new case -

started by her ex-boyfriend, she said,

As the days continved, the victim said she
found herself increasingly isolated from hiy - -
group of friends. The boy was harassing her by
- cell phone, e-mail, instant messaging and on the

Icmet, often using profanity, police said.
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MySpace Discdvery

Lawyers are mining social networks for nuggets of evidence

FRIENDS, ENEMIES, FOTENTIAL
employces—and now even attor-
neys—may he checking out your
MySpace page. MySpace and oth-
- et social networking sites on the
Intcrnet can be caches of cvi-
dence. : :

“A few years ago, lawyers would
call and say they had no idea what
[MySpace] was,” says Jeff Fisch-
bach, a Chatsworth, Calif,, forensic
cxaminer, “but now everybody

- keeps talking abour it,”

Criminal defense lawyees use
soctal networking siccs the most,
usually to investigace witnesses,
according to Fischbach.  ~

“It’s a rool that is out there,”
says Eugene, Ore,, lawyer Laura
Fine, who found cvidence on the
Nect while she represented a teen-
ager accused of forcible rape.

. The witness told police that
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she would never willingly have

_had sex, according 10 Fine, but her

page on MySpace said something

differcnt. ,
“She talked abour partics, drink-

ing and ‘petting some,’ ” Fine SaYs.

"The page also displayed provoca-

tive photos of the young womaun,
according to Fine, and a lascivious
SCrECh hame,

‘The page was meant to be pri-
vate, bue tawyer Fine viewed it
over the shoulder of another wir-
ness, who gained access through a
MySpace gronp he and the girl be-
longed to.

‘The girl’s parents would not al-
low the lawyer to interview her,
but Fine says she found our what
she needed to know from the site,
She also got 2 good scnse of how .
the young woman would present
to a grand jury. ‘

Based on what she read, Fine
called the girl as a witness, and nl-
timately the prand jury dismissed
the charge.

“What you put on MySpace,
cssentially, becomes public con-
sumption. There's no right of pri-
vacy,” says John Wesley Hail Jr.a
Little Rock, Ark,, criminal defease
lawyer who writes cxtensively on
evidence issues. .

Besides looking for information
on witnesses, Hall investigates
clients through various personal
Weh pages.

“I'd rather know where the
land mines are so T don’t walk in-
to one,” he says,

Prosecutors, Hall adds, gencrally
don’t usc online networking sites
as much.

Often, that’s because they end
up with better evidence obtained
through search WIITANS, 51Y5
Clinton Parish, a Yolo Counry,
Calil,, deputy district atrormey.

A POST ISN'T PROOF

FARISH IS PROSECUTING A CASE IN
which police say they found infor-
maztion about marijuana sales on a
MySpace page. Police used the page,
which included images of the sus-
pect, his girlfriend and his car, to get

" a scarch warrant, Parish says. Rajneel

Kurmnar was arrcsted and charged
with felony possession for sale of
mcthamphetamine and marijuana,

But proving Kumar wrote the
text derailing his business or posted
pictures of his alleged matijuana
plants may he diffienlr, Evidence
seized during the search warrant
could prove more effective in the
prosceution, Parish says.

Fischbach predicts that as law-
yers become more familiar with i
networking sites, prosecutors will
use them more frequendy,,

Tt wonld be really wise if every -
attorney [did an Internet scarch
for] ull the individuals involved in a
case, just so they know what they're
up against,” Fischbach says. ‘

—Stephanie Francis Ward

Vrrfeorngy
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Facebook ads anno

Profile pages used to hawk prdduc_t_s

By Andrew Tobas
FOF THE COLIMBLS DISPATCH

Facebook’s new marketing
program makes it easier than
ever for advertisers to target its
nearly 55 miilion users.

But some students com-
plain that the popular social-
networking Web site is becom-
inglitde more than avirteal
billboard. B

. "It's obnoxious,” said Kate

‘Baldwin of Westerville.

. Baldwin, 23, who will gradu-
ate 3000 from Otterbein Col-
lege, doasn't usually notice the

.advertisements displayed on
the ieft side of the profile page
she set up on Facebook.

But she can't help but notice
the ads in her news feed, she
said. o -

The news feed isa list that
informs Facebook users of
changes made to friends’
profiles, Facebook automat-
icaliy posts updated informa-

.- chancés to “opt out” of shar-

tion to the news feed, which
users can privately access
when they lsg into theli ac-

| couits. .

Now, advertisers can use the
news feed to fearure their
products. . ) i

Haley Kish, 20, a journalism
student at Ohio State Uni- .
VErsity, said the new feature is
annoying. - .

“Tjust want to see what my
friends have to sayor look at
pictures,” she said, “I don't

“want to be talked inito buying a
- BewW Car” - )

" Beacon, one part of Face-
book Ads, has drawn criticism
for invasion of privacy, =~ -
Through'Beacon, online shop-
pers' recent purchéses on Web
sites such as Blockbuster.com
and Overstock.com showed -
up in friends’ news feeds.
"Although shoppers had two -

ing the Information, many
tsers said they didw't see

them.

A protest petition electron- -

feally signed by more than
50,000 users was submitied to
Facebook, As a resizle, users
now must explicitly give per-
mission oz “optin® to share
their purchases with friends:

- -Fatebook was available onjy -
to college students when it

was started in 2004. Beginning
in 2005, high-school stdents

. could join, and in September

2008, Facebook was opened to
the public. : )

That changed the site signif-
{cantly, said Ryan Galica, 22,
an OS5 undergraduate phar-
macy student. He likes being
able 16 keep in touch with
more people but said the Web
site has become more of &

“money-making machine.” He

doesn't mind the advertising,

though. - : :
Kish noticed that Facebool’s

advertising has become more

' targeted in the pest few weeks,
* She lists about six dozen favor-
ite bands on her profile and

- focushisads to

", Smith pays a negotfated fee
each time someone clicks on

fiow gets ads on her page
proraoting rock concerts as far
away as Michigan, - :
Facebook’s Web site says
adverdsers can target users by
age, location and genderas
well as interests, -
Siriger-songwriter Ryan
Smith, who lives in Victorian
Village, has successfuily used
advertisements on Facebook
te promote his music since the-
beginning of the year.
Facebook's self-service
features altowed Smith to
instantly submit an ad of his .

. choice using online forms,

That feature has been expand.-
ed, and Smith, 27, can now
age-appropri-
ate groups, P
“To advertise a college bar

‘show; I don't need to tell peo-

ple who are 65 about it be-

. cause theyre rot going to

come,” he said.

his ad. Facebook has told him

-that two recent ads were

- - BREAKING NEWS: DISPATCH.COM

y Some users,help others

- viewed more than 130,000

times during 24 weeks, - ,
Although Facebook’s do-it-

youwrself approdchto advertis-

ing is convenient for people

“such as Smith, it also can lead

toabuse.. | -
Adam Glass, 22, a North-Side

- resident and a May graduate -

of Baldwin-Wallace College in

" Berea, was shocked when he

found advertising depicting a
topless woman on his Face-
baok profile Thanksgiving
moming. S

He was upset that a Web site
used by minors would display
pernographie advertising and
complained to Facebook,
which is investigating.

Several popalar blogs re- -
ported similar complaints
about the ad Glass saw.

Facebook did not respond
to e-mailed requéests for com-
ment. But Facebook guide-

" lines say advertisements cant -

contain or endorse sexial
activity or nudity, -
" thanley@dispatch.com




