Ohio Chief Academic Officers
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, October13, 2005

Ohio Board of Regents

Main Conference Room

Columbus, Ohio

Attendance:

Becki Kurtz, Belmont Technical College

Michelle Stapleton, Central Ohio Technical College

Monica Posey, Cincinnati State Technical and Community College

Andy Runyan, Clark State Community College

Mike Snider, Columbus State Community College

Judy Maxson, Hocking College

Fred Law, Lakeland Community College

Karen Wells, Lorain County Community College

Dennis Budkowski, Marion Technical College

Therese Bushner, North Central State college

Mark Durivage, Owens Community College

Bob Casto, James A. Rhodes State College

Sue Merrell, Sinclair Community College

Sherry Stout, Southern State Community College

Lawrence Cox, Stark State College of Technology

Kathy McCabe, Terra Community College

Mark Nutter, Washington State Community college

Robin Menschenfreund, Zane State College

MORNING MEETING

Guests: Ohio Attorney General’s Office Representatives: Kate Clifford, Joe Bodine, Cheryl Hacker, Rebecca Albers  
Ohio Board of Regents Representative: Garry Walters

Ohio Learning Network Representative: Kate Carey

Rebecca Albers was introduced as a new deputy in the Higher Education Section of the Attorney General’s office.

Updates were provided from the Attorney Generals office on the following areas:

1. Cases related to the State Employment Relations Board

2. Recent cases regarding the Ohio Public Records Act
3. Modifications to copyright law as a result of the TEACH Act

4. Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy release form
5. Areas of professional development for faculty and staff that are available through the AG’s office include FERPA, risk management, liability issues, student rights, classroom disruption and others.  Contact your AG representative for scheduling development sessions.

Gary Walters from the Regents provided a discussion draft of “Statewide Program Approval Issues” and invited comments on the draft.  There will be a task force from the Regents on the issue.  Other items discussed included:

· Gary requested that campuses inform the Regents of any out of state institutions that do not comply with the requirements of program approval.  That should even include institutions we have cooperative agreements with.
· Co-located campuses are to contact Gary to discuss issues they are facing with articulation to their co-located institution.

· Gary is interested in 3+1 programs.  To date there have been none approved by the Regents.  He would like to explore the issue further.

Kate Carey discussed issues related to the Ohio Learning Network (OLN):

· The recently announced merger of Blackboard and WebCT is one that will be watched closely by OLN.  Latest information is that over time the two products will evolve into a single Blackboard tool pulling tools from WebCT.  Application Programming Interfaces (API’s) will be developed allowing an easier transition between the existing products and any newly-developed product.

· Kate provided a draft of OLN’s strategic plan for 2006-2007 (Attachment 2).
· Students participating in the e for me website (http://www.e4meohio.org/) are going on to participate in distance learning at our institutions.

· Kate has suggested the creation of an online state-wide bachelor’s degree, referred to as the “Ohio Regent’s Degree” to be developed collaboratively by institutions across the state offering online courses (Attachment 3).  Her next step would be to approach the IUC with the concept.

· The OLN is planning a project with the student data they have collected to do a better job with email marketing.  She would like to hear from institutions that want to share email lists and would like to participate in such a marketing project.

· Kate would like to have two additional representatives on the OLN board from our group.  Representatives serve a three-year term and meet four times a year.  The next meeting is in December.

CAO Business Meeting

1. Approval of the Minutes:  Therese Bushner moved for approval of the minutes of the September 2005 meeting.  Fred Law seconded.  The motion carried.

2. Phil Lootens had submitted a written treasurer’s report (Attachment 4) showing a balance of $2,631.18.  Invoices will be sent out to the members.  The audit report will be provided in an upcoming meeting
3. Karen Wells provided an update on the Educator Standards Board (Attachment 5).  This board reviews teacher education programs and makes recommendations to the Ohio Board of Education.  It was noted that these standards had been aligned with NCATE and the Praxis exams.

4. It was noted that the white paper on PSEO prepared by Dennis Budkowski and Karen Wells was well received by the President’s group.  Recommendations include 100% reimbursement of costs to community colleges with some reimbursement remaining for the secondary schools to provide incentive for participation in the program.  A taskforce will be requested to address this issue.
5. Terry Thomas provided brochures on the Jobs for Ohio initiative on November’s ballot.

6. Bob Casto provided information on November’s retreat.  That is scheduled for November 17 & 18 at Lima.  RSVP’s should go to Bob Casto.

7. Michelle Stapleton discussed the Chair Academy and where the sessions for 2006 will be held.  She indicated it could be done at COTC, but that the original intent was to have the two sessions at different locations across the State.  Any institution interested should contact Michelle.

8. Fred Law discussed the High School to College Articulation initiative.  That group is working to align English and math requirements to reduce remediation.  Part of that task will be to correlate placement scores with those aligned requirements.  A stat-wide marketing strategy on why college is important will also be included.  Two subcommittees with faculty have been looking at the Ohio Graduation Test and the Transfer Assurance Guides in these areas and have mapped out the content in those areas.  The committee has sent their input back to the subcommittees for further review.  A next step will be to look at placement scores in relation to these areas.

9. Monica Posey provided an update on the group discussing the state subsidy calculations.  She indicated that group is looking at the strengths and weaknesses of the current model.  They plan to wrap up their activity in May.

10. Dennis Budkowski is participating on a subcommittee of the Subsidy Consultation.  House Bill 66 includes three sections:
a. A distribution of SSI based on costs and efficiency

b. SSI funding based on degrees and certificates awarded

c. A provision of incentives based on completion.

11. Robin Menschenfreund asked for input on the CAO mentoring program.  She will be sending out a request for input by email.

12. In regard to the request by Kate Carey for two additional OLN board members, Fred Law and Michelle Stapleton indicated interest in participating.

